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SEISMIC ACQUISITION SYSTEM-BASED
UNMANNED AIRBORNE VEHICLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. Nos. 61/724178 filed Nov. 8, 2012
and 61/702581 filed Sep. 18, 2012; both of which are incor-
porated herein by reference in their entireties.

BACKGROUND

Seismic exploration involves surveying subterranean geo-
logical formations for hydrocarbon deposits. A survey typi-
cally involves deploying seismic source(s) and seismic sen-
sors at predetermined locations. The sources generate seismic
waves, which propagate into the geological formations cre-
ating pressure changes and vibrations along their way.
Changes in elastic properties of the geological formation
scatter the seismic waves, changing their direction of propa-
gation and other properties. Part of the energy emitted by the
sources reaches the seismic sensors. Some seismic sensors
are sensitive to pressure changes (hydrophones), others to
particle motion (e.g., geophones), and industrial surveys may
deploy only one type of sensor, both hydrophones and geo-
phones, and/or other suitable sensor types.

SUMMARY

The summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts that are further described below in the detailed descrip-
tion. This summary is not intended to identify key or essential
features of the claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be
used as an aid in limiting the scope of the claimed subject
matter.

In an example implementation, a system includes a seismic
acquisition system that includes a plurality of nodes and
further includes an unmanned airborne vehicle. The
unmanned airborne vehicle is to be used with the seismic
acquisition system to conduct a seismic survey.

In another example implementation, a system includes a
seismic acquisition system and an unmanned airborne
vehicle. The unmanned airborne vehicle includes a seismic
sensor and is adapted to fly to a position to deploy the sensor
as an acquisition point of the seismic acquisition system.

In another example implementation, a technique includes
flying an unmanned airborne vehicle in proximity to a seismic
acquisition network and using the unmanned airborne vehicle
to communicate with at least one node of the seismic acqui-
sition network.

In yet another example implementation, a technique
includes flying an unmanned airborne vehicle to a location on
a sea surface and deploying a seismic sensor from the
unmanned airborne vehicle to record a reflected signal from a
seismic source.

Advantages and other features will become apparent from
the following drawing, description and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a sensor array of a land-
based seismic acquisition system according to an example
implementation.

FIG. 2A is a flow diagram depicting a technique to use an
unmanned airborne vehicle with a seismic acquisition system
according to an example implementation.
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FIG. 2B is a flow diagram depicting a technique to use an
unmanned airborne vehicle to communicate with a seismic
acquisition system according to an example implementation.

FIG. 3A is a top view of a propeller lift-based unmanned
airborne vehicle according to an example implementation.

FIG. 3B is a perspective view of a gas lift-based unmanned
airborne vehicle according to an example implementation.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a control system archi-
tecture of the unmanned airborne vehicle according to an
example implementation.

FIG. 5isaschematic view of a marine-based towed seismic
acquisition system using autonomous surface vessels (ASVs)
according to an example implementation.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram depicting a technique to harvest
seismic data acquired by a seismic acquisition system accord-
ing to an example implementation.

FIGS.7A,7B,7C, 7D, and 7E are flow diagrams depicting
techniques to use an unmanned airborne vehicle to commu-
nicate node positions to sensor nodes of a seismic acquisition
system according to example implementations.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram depicting a technique to use an
unmanned airborne vehicle to perform troubleshooting
operations with a seismic acquisition system according to an
example implementation.

FIG. 9 is a flow diagram depicting a technique to use an
unmanned airborne vehicle to form part of a land-based seis-
mic acquisition system according to an example implemen-
tation.

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram depicting a technique to use an
unmanned airborne vehicle with a marine-based seismic
acquisition system according to an example implementation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Systems and techniques are disclosed herein, which use an
unmanned airborne vehicle, or “drone,” with a seismic acqui-
sition system for such purposes as acquiring information
about a seismic sensor array or source array; harvesting data
acquired by sensor nodes of the system; communicating data
to sensor nodes of the system; and troubleshooting problems
that occur during the operation of the system. The use of the
unmanned airborne vehicle allows access to sensor/source
nodes of the seismic acquisition system, which may other-
wise be relatively challenging to access using land-based
vehicles (for a land-based seismic acquisition system, for
example), surface vessels (for a marine-based seismic acqui-
sition system) or manned airborne vehicles.

For example, the seismic acquisition system may be a
land-based system (a vibroseis system, as an example) that
contains multiple vibrators, or vibration sources, that impact
the Earth to produce associated source signals. Various
receiver, or sensor, nodes of the seismic acquisition system
may be distributed over a relatively large area for purposes of
acquiring data that represent sensed reflections of the source
signals. The sensor nodes may contain, for example, various
seismic sensors (geophones, accelerometers, tilt sensors,
magnetometers, gravimeters, electromagnetic (EM) anten-
nae, as examples) as well as clocks, compasses, global posi-
tioning satellite (GPS) receivers, data storage devices, and so
forth. Due to the relatively large area over which the sensor
nodes may be distributed, there may be numerous challenges
associated with communicating with the nodes as well as
challenges relating to troubleshooting the nodes, determining
the location of the nodes, informing the nodes as to their
precise locations (so that the nodes may “stamp,” or mark the
acquired data with location information), and so forth.
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As a more specific example that is depicted by an illustra-
tion 100 of FIG. 1, an unmanned airborne vehicle 150 may be
used for purposes of wirelessly communicating with sensor
nodes 120 of a land-based seismic acquisition system 110. In
this context, a given node 120 may contain one or more
seismic sensors, such as one or more geophones, hydro-
phones, and so forth, which are associated with a given posi-
tion of the seismic acquisition system 110.

In accordance with some implementations, some or all of
the sensor nodes 120 may have local wireless communication
capabilities. For example, in accordance with some imple-
mentations, a given node 120 may have a radio that is com-
pliant with the set of physical layer standards for wireless
local area networks (WLANS), as described in the Institute of
Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 802.11 stan-
dards and commonly referred to as “Wi-Fi”” As a more spe-
cific example, groups of the sensor nodes 120 may be con-
nected, for example, by cabling to a Wi-Fi radio shared in
common among the grouped nodes 120. In further implemen-
tations, each sensor node 120 may contain a Wi-Fi radio.
Regardless of the grouping of the nodes 120 and their rela-
tionship to Wi-Fi access points, the unmanned airborne
vehicle 150 may contain a Wi-Fi radio to communicate with
the Wi-Fi radio(s) of the sensor node(s) 120 to exchange data
with the sensor node(s) 120 for at least one of the purposes
that are disclosed herein.

Thus, the seismic acquisition system 110 may include a
wireless network containing seismic acquisition nodes that
wirelessly communicate with each other, cable-based seismic
sensors that communicate using wired connections, a combi-
nation of wired and wireless connections, and so forth.

More specifically, in general, referring to FIG. 2A in con-
junction with FIG. 1, in accordance with example implemen-
tations, a technique 200 includes flying (block 202) an
unmanned airborne vehicle in proximity of a seismic acqui-
sition system and using (block 204) the unmanned airborne
vehicle with the seismic acquisition system to conduct a
seismic survey.

More specifically, in accordance with example implemen-
tations that are disclosed herein, the unmanned airborne
vehicle may be used to communicate with one or more nodes
of' the seismic acquisition system. Thus, referring to FIG. 2B
in conjunction with FIG. 1, in accordance with example
implementations, a technique 220 includes flying (block 222)
an unmanned airborne vehicle in proximity of a seismic
acquisition system and using (block 224) the unmanned air-
borne vehicle to communicate with the system. As further
disclosed herein, the unmanned airborne vehicle may be used
to aid in the seismic survey in ways other than ways that
involve communications between the vehicle and the nodes of
the seismic acquisition system.

Referring back to FIG. 1, in accordance with example
implementations, the unmanned airborne vehicle 150 may
autonomously fly according to a predetermined flight path
using Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS)-based
navigation waypoints. In this regard, the waypoints may be
associated with known or proximate locations within the
seismic acquisition network (locations at sufficiently close to
Wi-Fi radio(s) of the system 110 for Wi-Fi communications,
for example) and locations for guiding the vehicle 150
between a remote home base, or central station (not shown),
of the vehicle 150 and the system 110. In accordance with
some implementations, the waypoints identify approximate
locations of the seismic sensor nodes and/or Wi-Fi radios
within the seismic acquisition network. In this manner, by
programming data representing the waypoints into the
unmanned airborne vehicle 150 (i.e., by storing the data in the
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vehicle’s memory so that the vehicle 150 may autonomously
retrieve the data as the vehicle flies), the vehicle 150 may fly
in proximity to a given seismic sensor node 120 (within Wi-Fi
communication range with the node 120, for example) or
group of seismic nodes 12 for purposes of wirelessly com-
municating with the node(s) 120 to perform a given function,
as further set forth herein. Upon completing its function(s),
the unmanned vehicle 150 may return to its central station,
whose location may be programmed into the vehicle 150 via
data representing one or more associated GNSS-based navi-
gation waypoints.

As a more specific example, in accordance with some
implementations, the unmanned vehicle 150 may be a vehicle
that derives its vertical lift and lateral propulsion from a
propeller-based propagation system, such as the vehicle 150
that is depicted in FIG. 3A. Referring to FIG. 3A, as an
example, the unmanned airborne vehicle 150 may contain
multiple propellers 310 that are driven by corresponding
engines 311 (electric motors, for example) of the vehicle 150
for purposes of controlling the vertical lift and/or lateral
movement of the vehicle 150.

In general, the unmanned airborne vehicle 150 may include
abody 307 and extensions 308 from the body 307 to position
the engines 311 and propellers 310, as shown in FIG. 3A. The
unmanned airborne vehicle 150 may further include control
electronics 320, which may, for example, autonomously con-
trol guiding the vehicle 150 along a predetermined flight path;
harvesting seismic sensor data; acquiring seismic sensor data;
wireless communicating of data to and from the vehicle 150,
such as wireless communication to and from the vehicle 150
using Wi-Fi communication; controlling video or still image
capture using high definition (HD) cameras 340 (two HD
cameras 340-1 and 340-2, for example) and their associated
motors; and so forth. As depicted in FIG. 3A, the control
electronics 230 may be coupled to a GNSS antenna 330 for
purposes of receiving GNSS signal that are encoded with data
indicative of the vehicle’s location as well as a Wi-Fi antenna
332 for Wi-Fi communication.

As a specific example, in accordance with example imple-
mentations, the unmanned airborne vehicle 150 may be a
vehicle similar to the AR. Drone, which is available from
Parrot.

The unmanned airborne vehicle may take on other forms,
in accordance with further implementations. For example,
FIG. 3B depicts an unmanned airborne vehicle 360, which
achieves its vertical lift using buoyancy achieved from a
lighter than air gas that is stored inside a body 362 of the
vehicle 362. In this regard, the body 362 may contain a
bladder or balloon that is filled with helium, in accordance
with an example implementation. In general, lateral maneu-
vering of the unmanned airborne vehicle 360 as well as con-
trolled vertical positioning may be achieved using, for
example, propeller-based thrusters 364 (distributed below
and on both sides of the body 362, for example) and wings/
rudders (not shown), which are controlled by control elec-
tronics 370 of the vehicle 360. Similar to the unmanned
airborne vehicle 150 of FIG. 3 A, control electronics 370 may
control operation of the unmanned airborne vehicle 360 and
its communication. Among its other features, as depicted in
FIG. 3B, the unmanned airborne vehicle 360 may contain a
GNSS antenna 380, as well as a Wi-Fi antenna 382.

FIG. 4 depicts an example implementation of the control
electronics 320, 370. As depicted in FIG. 4, the control elec-
tronics 320, 370 may contain a processor 400, which sche-
matically represents one or more central processing units
(CPUs), microcontrollers, processing cores, field program-
mable gate arrays (FPGAs), and so forth. In general, the
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processor 400 may be in communication with a flight control
system 460 of the electronics 320, 370 for purposes of
autonomously controlling the flight of the unmanned airborne
vehicle 150, 360 according to a predetermined flight plan,
which is programmed into the vehicle’s memory 410.

In this regard, the flight control system 460, in general,
includes controls for controlling actuators of the vehicle’s
propulsion system; sensors (to monitor the vehicle’s position,
actuator positions, the ambient environment, etc.); and other
equipment to control the flight of the unmanned airborne
vehicle 150, 360, as can be appreciated by the skilled artisan.
The processor 400 may also be in communication with a
GNSS radio 440 of the vehicle 150 for purposes of receiving
information related to the GNSS coordinates of the vehicle
150. Moreover, the control electronics 320, 370 may include
other features, such as a Wi-Fi radio 450, a camera motor
interface 430 for purposes of acquiring directed photographs
by the vehicle 150 (as further disclosed herein), and a camera
data interface 420 for purposes of acquiring data indicative of
still and/or video images.

In general, the memory 410 is a non-transitory storage
medium that may be formed from semiconductor storage
devices, optical storage devices, magnetic-based storage
devices, a combination of such devices; and so forth. More-
over, the memory 410 may be removable memory-card based
memory; a Universal Serial Bus (USB) drive-based memory;
dual inline memory module (DIMM)-based memory; a syn-
chronous dynamic random access memory (SDRAM); a flash
memory; a combination of two or more of these memory
technologies; and so forth, as can be appreciated by the
skilled artisan.

As depicted in FIG. 4, the memory 410 may store a variety
of different data, such as program instructions 412, which are
executed by the processor 400 to perform one or more of the
techniques that are disclosed herein; datasets 416 containing
data to be communicated to and/or from the sensor nodes, as
further disclosed herein; data representing navigation way-
points 414; and other data, which can be appreciated by the
skilled artisan in view of the present application.

Although FIG. 1 depicts a specific land-based seismic
acquisition system, the unmanned airborne vehicle may be
used in connection with other seismic acquisition systems, in
accordance with further implementations. In this manner, the
unmanned airborne vehicle may be used in connection with a
marine-based seismic acquisition system, in accordance with
further implementations.

As amore specific example, FIG. 5 depicts a towed marine-
based seismic acquisition system 500 in accordance with an
example implementation. The seismic acquisition system 500
is formed from autonomous surface vessels (ASVs) 520 (i.e.,
unmanned surface vessels), which tow respective streamers
530. It is noted that although streamers 530 are depicted in
FIG. 5 and described herein, the ASVs 520 may tow other
sensor packages for mapping fossil fuel/hydrocarbon reser-
voirs, in accordance with further implementations. For the
specific example depicted in FIG. 5, the streamers 530 may
contain receiver nodes 532 (nodes 532 containing one or
more geophones and/or hydrophones, as well as other asso-
ciated circuitry). Instead of communicating with the receiver
nodes 532, the unmanned airborne vehicle may wirelessly
communicate with electronics 522 on each ASV 520. In this
regard, the electronics 520 may be in communication with the
corresponding antennae for purposes of communicating over
a Wi-Fi connection with an unmanned airborne vehicle that is
within Wi-Fi communication range, as further disclosed
herein. The use of autonomously and remotely operated
vehicles to conduct seismic surveys is described further in
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6
PCT Publication No. WO 2012/036814 A2, which published
on Mar. 22, 2012, and is hereby incorporated by reference in
its entirety.

The unmanned airborne vehicle may communicate with
other marine-based acquisition systems, as well as other land-
based acquisition systems, in accordance with further imple-
mentations. For example, the systems and any techniques that
are disclosed herein may be applied to communicating with a
well-based acquisition system or an ocean bottom cable
(OBC)-based acquisition system, in accordance with further
implementations. Thus, many implementations are contem-
plated, which are within the scope of the intended claims.

Turning now to specific examples illustrating the potential
uses of the unmanned airborne vehicle in connection with a
seismic acquisition system, FIG. 6 depicts a technique 600 for
using in an unmanned airborne vehicle for purposes of data
harvesting. Pursuant to the technique 600, the unmanned
airborne vehicle is flown (block 602) in wireless communi-
cation range of a seismic acquisition system, such as within
wireless communication range of autonomous receiver
nodes, autonomous surface vessels, or source nodes of a
seismic acquisition system. The technique 600 includes using
wireless communication with the vehicle to harvest receiver
or source acquired seismic data; source signature data; or
quality control data and then communicating (block 606) the
acquired data to a data processing center. In this regard, the
unmanned airborne vehicle may be used with a cable-free
blind seismic acquisition system, such as an acquisition sys-
tem that uses Geospace Sensor Recorders (GSRs) from OYO
Geospace, for example. Thus, the unmanned airborne vehicle
may be flown to seismic sensor nodes in the cable-free blind
system to wirelessly collect data from each node.

Depending upon the particular implementation, the har-
vested data may be full seismic data, i.e., the particle motion/
pressure data acquired by the seismic sensor(s) of the node.
However, in further implementations, the data may or may
not contain full seismic data and may include quality control
(QC) data. In this regard, the QC data may be data indicative
of signal-to-noise ratios (SNRs) determined by the node and
so forth. In yet further implementations, the harvested data
may contain full seismic data and QC data. In accordance
with some implementations the QC data may be used to
monitor the quality of the seismic data being acquired during
a seismic survey so that corrective action may be undertaken,
as described in PCT Publication No. WO 2012/044479 A2,
which published on Apr. 5, 2012, and is hereby incorporated
by reference in its entirety.

In some implementations, the unmanned airborne vehicle
may acquire signature source data from seismic sources, such
as vibrator trucks of the seismic acquisition system. In this
regard, the vehicle may be used to harvest client deliverables
on a daily basis, such as vibrator source signature data, par-
ticularly in difficult terrains, in accordance with example
implementations.

The data harvested by the unmanned airborne vehicle may
be communicated back to the data processing center (pursu-
ant to block 606 of FIG. 6) in a variety of different ways,
depending on the particular implementation. For example, in
accordance with some implementations, the unmanned air-
borne vehicle may store the harvested data in its internal
memory so that when the vehicle completes harvesting data
from the seismic acquisition system, the vehicle may return to
the data processing center (via programmed navigation way-
point(s)) where the data may be downloaded from the vehicle.
This downloading may, for example, involve wirelessly com-
municating with the vehicle, removing a removable media
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card from the vehicle, attaching a cable to a communication
connector of the vehicle, and so forth.

In further implementations, the harvested data may be
communicated back to the data processing center using a
wireless access point (a Wi-Fi access point or a fifth genera-
tion (5G) cellular access point, as examples) at or near the
seismic acquisition system. For example, in accordance with
some implementations, the vehicle may harvest the data by
flying from node-to-node of the seismic acquisition system
and then fly to a designated communication point for pur-
poses of wirelessly communicating (via a Wi-Fi connection,
for example) the collected data back to the data processing
center. Thus, many variations are contemplated, which are
within the scope of the intended claims.

It is noted that although wireless communications are dis-
closed herein which use radio-based signaling, other types of
communications may be used in accordance with further
implementations. For example, in accordance with further
implementations, the unmanned airborne vehicle may
employ such wireless communication signaling as optical
link signaling (laser signaling, for example) and contain the
appropriate communication devices (lasers, for example) for
this signaling. The communication between the unmanned
airborne vehicle and another entity, such as an access point,
may occur in ways other than ways that involve wireless
signaling. For example, in accordance with further imple-
mentations, the unmanned airborne vehicle may communi-
cate using a tethered aerostat (a moored balloon-based plat-
form), for example or may communicate using physical
contact-based connection with the other entity. Thus, many
implementations are contemplated, which are within the
scope of the appended claims.

The unmanned airborne vehicle may also be used, in accor-
dance with further implementations, for purposes of commu-
nicate node positions to the sensor and/or source nodes. In
this manner, referring to FIG. 7A, in accordance with
example implementations, a technique 700 includes flying
(block 702) an unmanned airborne vehicle to a seismic acqui-
sition system; determining (block 704) positions of nodes of
the system; and using wireless communication with the
vehicle to communicate the node positions to the nodes, pur-
suant to block 706. For example, the unmanned airborne
vehicle may be used to inject sensor positions into corre-
sponding sensor nodes. Assuming that an unmanned airborne
vehicle is equipped with a GNSS radio that has a sufficient
accuracy, the vehicle may fly to each sensor node one by one
and inject the associated sensor position wirelessly (via Wi-Fi
communication, for example); or, in accordance with further
implementations, the unmanned airborne vehicle may fly
near or at the Wi-Fi radio for each designed group of nodes
and inject the sensor positions for that group wirelessly.

Thus, referring to FIG. 7B, a technique 720 in accordance
with example implementations includes flying in an
unmanned airborne vehicle within proximity to the next sen-
sor node, pursuant to block 722. In this regard, within or in
proximity refers to being within a range sufficient to establish
Wi-Fi communication with the node. The technique 720 fur-
ther includes determining (block 724) the node position using
at least a GNSS radio. In this regard, block 724 may be
performed onboard the vehicle by using the GNSS coordi-
nates acquired by the onboard GNSS radio of the vehicle.
Other implementations are contemplated, however. For
example, in accordance with some implementations, the
vehicle may determine the sensor node position by triangu-
lating the node position from known positions from one or
more other nodes. As another example, a node position may
be determined by acquiring a node position provided by the
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node and further refining the position using GNSS-based
calculations. Thus, many variations are contemplated and are
within the scope of the intended claims.

Regardless of the particular technique that is used to deter-
mine node position, the technique 720 includes using wireless
communication with the vehicle to communicate the position
of the node to the node, pursuant to block 726. If a determi-
nation is made (pursuant to decision block 728) that another
nodeis to be injected with its position, control returns to block
722 to process the next node.

The node positions may be determined, in accordance with
further implementations, using photogrammetry. In this man-
ner, FIG. 7C depicts another technique 730 for injecting
nodes with their positions. Pursuant to the technique 730, an
unmanned airborne vehicle is flown, pursuant to block 732,
into position to acquire an aerial still image, or photograph, of
at least part of a seismic acquisition system (i.e., a part of an
array of sensor nodes). The technique 70 includes using
(block 734) photogrammetry to determine the positions of the
nodes based on the aerial photograph and using (block 736)
wireless communication with the unmanned airborne vehicle
to communicate the node positions to the nodes. In this
regard, the photogrammetry involves calculating the node
positions using a few known node positions (positions
obtained using GNSS, using reference positions, and so
forth). This calculation may be performed either onboard the
unmanned airborne vehicle or may be performed remotely by
another remotely disposed system.

In this manner, FIG. 7D depicts a technique 740 that
includes flying an unmanned airborne vehicle into position to
acquire an aerial still image, or photograph, of at least part of
a seismic node-based system, pursuant to block 742. The
technique 740 includes determining (block 744) one or more
reference GNSS positions, using, for example, an onboard
GNSS receiver on the vehicle, pursuant to block 744. The
technique 740 includes the vehicle processing (block 746)
data representing the photograph and data representing the
GNSS position(s) to determine the positions of the nodes in
the aerial photograph using photogrammetry. The technique
740 further includes using wireless communication with the
unmanned airborne vehicle to communicate the node posi-
tions to the nodes, pursuant to block 748.

In further implementations, a technique 750 that is
depicted in FIG. 7E includes using offboard processing for
purposes of determining the node positions. In this manner,
the technique 750 includes flying (block 752) an unmanned
airborne vehicle into a position to acquire an aerial still
image, or photograph, of at least part of a seismic acquisition
system and determining (block 754) at least one GNSS posi-
tion. Data representing the photograph and the GNSS posi-
tion(s) are then communicated (block 756) from the vehicle to
aprocessing center, where the data is processed (block 758) to
determine node positions. The determined node positions
may then be communicated back to the unmanned airborne
vehicle, pursuant to block 760, so that the vehicle may be used
to use wireless communication to communicate the node
positions to the nodes, pursuant to block 762.

Itis noted that the techniques depicted above in connection
with FIGS. 7A-7E may be used for purposes of injecting
positions for nodes, whether the nodes are located on a land-
based seismic acquisition system or located on a marine-
based seismic acquisition system. Moreover, in accordance
with the further implementation, the above-described tech-
niques may be used for purposes of determining the positions
of ASVs and communicating these determined positions to
the ASVs. This, many implementations are contemplated,
which are within the scope of the intended claims.
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In accordance with some implementations, when a prob-
lem is reported and/or detected with a seismic acquisition
system, an unmanned airborne vehicle may be flown over/
near the area where the problem is reported or detected for
purposes of communicating live, or real time, audio, visual
and/or audiovisual feedback to a remote observer. In this
manner, a live video feed, for example, may be beneficial for
purposes of troubleshooting issues, particularly issues asso-
ciated with difficult terrains or third party interferences. Thus,
in general, in accordance with example implementations, the
unmanned airborne vehicle may be used to communicate data
that represents a “situation awareness” of at least part of a
seismic acquisition system. This “situation awareness” may
be communicated in the form of audio information, video
information, and so forth, depending on the particular
example implementation.

More specifically, as an example, if communication is lost
with an ASV during a marine swarm survey, the unmanned
airborne vehicle may be used to monitor the location of the
ASV, which may greatly reduce the risk for an accident in the
swarm survey. Thus, pursuant to a technique 800 that is
depicted in FIG. 8, an unmanned airborne vehicle may be
flown (block 802) to part of a seismic acquisition system
where a problem is reported and/or detected. Data may then
be communicated from the vehicle to a central station to allow
an operator at the station to monitor, correct and/or assess the
problem, pursuant to block 804.

The unmanned airborne vehicle may be used for other
purposes, in accordance with further implementations. For
example, in accordance with some implementations, the
vehicle may be used to form part of a sensor array for a land
seismic acquisition. More specifically, in accordance with
some implementations, the unmanned airborne vehicle may
contain a seismic sensor or group of seismic sensors (a hydro-
phone, one or more geophones, and so forth), which may be
deployed on the vehicle. In this manner, the unmanned air-
borne vehicle may be flown to a predetermined position that
is associated with a target location for a given sensor node for
a land-based seismic survey. The use of the vehicle’s camera
and/or GNSS receiver-based positioning may be used to pre-
cisely position the vehicle, as well as avoid collisions and
achieve proper coupling. The camera feedback may be auto-
mated using image processing techniques, in accordance with
some example implementations. The wireless communica-
tions may then be used in connection with the landed
unmanned airborne vehicle for purposes of starting and stop-
ping the acquisition of the seismic data by the vehicle’s seis-
mic sensor(s). The acquired seismic data may be communi-
cated back to a remotely disposed central station or physically
carried (on a removable media card or other memory of the
vehicle, for example) back to the central station for data
collection.

Thus, referring to FIG. 9, in accordance with an example
implementation, a technique 900 includes flying (block 902)
an unmanned airborne vehicle containing a seismic sensor to
a target acquisition location and landing the vehicle at target
acquisition location. A seismic sensor onboard the vehicle
may then be used, pursuant to block 904, to acquire seismic
data in connection with a seismic survey that uses other such
unmanned vehicle-based seismic sensors. Wireless commu-
nication may also be employed with the unmanned airborne
vehicle, pursuant to block 906, to control the starting and
stopping of the seismic data acquisition by the onboard sen-
sor. The seismic data may then be communicated (block 908)
to a central processing center, as described above.

Other variations are contemplated, which are within the
scope of the appended claims. For example, in accordance
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with further example implementations, an unmanned air-
borne vehicle may be used to deploy a seismic sensor that is
part of a sea surface-based seismic acquisition system or
network. In this manner, in accordance with further example
implementations, a technique includes flying an unmanned
airborne vehicle to a location (a predefined location, for
example) on a sea surface and deploying a seismic sensor
from the unmanned airborne vehicle to record a reflected
signal from a seismic source (a towed seismic source, for
example). As a more specific example, in accordance with
some implementations, the deployed seismic sensor may be a
cable-connected seismic sensor, which is connected by a
cable and thus, towed by, the unmanned airborne vehicle. In
further implementations, the deployed seismic sensor may be
a sensor that wirelessly communicates with the unmanned
airborne vehicle.

The unmanned airborne vehicle may be used in accordance
with further implementations for purposes of marine seismic
acquisition. In this manner, such aspects as seismic data col-
lection, quality control (QC) collection and delivery may be
carried out by the vehicle, depending on the particular imple-
mentation. Data collection conducted by the unmanned air-
borne vehicle near an ASV may reduce the risk otherwise
associated with physically retrieving the ASV and download-
ing the data. Additionally, acquiring the data using the vehicle
may result in obtaining the data sooner in relation to the start
time of the survey. The QC data may also be harvested by the
unmanned airborne vehicle by positioning the vehicle to be in
close proximity to a swarm of the ASVs (in sufficient prox-
imity for Wi-Fi communications with Wi-Fi radios onboard
the ASVs, for example). In situations when normal commu-
nications technology does not function as planned or as a
substitute for a conventional communication system, infor-
mation may be relayed to a given ASV via an unmanned
airborne vehicle.

In accordance with some implementations, the unmanned
airborne vehicle may land on a given ASV, such as land on a
dedicated landing surface of the ASV.

Thus, referring to FIG. 10, in accordance with example
implementations, a technique 1000 includes flying (block
1002) an unmanned airborne vehicle to proximity of an ASV
or landing the vehicle on the ASV. Pursuant to the technique
1000, wireless communication may be used (block 1004)
with the ASV to communicate with the ASV to transfer data
(seismic data, quality control data, and so forth) to the
unmanned airborne vehicle so that the acquired data may be
communicated (block 1006) from the unmanned airborne
vehicle to a central processing center.

While a limited number of examples have been disclosed
herein, those skilled in the art, having the benefit of this
disclosure, will appreciate numerous modifications and
variations therefrom. It is intended that the appended claims
cover all such modifications and variations.

What is claimed is:

1. A system comprising:

a seismic acquisition system, comprising a plurality of

nodes; and

an unmanned airborne vehicle to be used with the seismic

acquisition system to conduct a seismic survey, wherein

the unmanned airborne vehicle comprises:

a radio to wirelessly communicate with the plurality of
nodes; and

aprocessor to use the radio to communicate positions of
the nodes to the nodes.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the

processor is adapted to use the radio to harvest data from

the nodes.
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3. The system of claim 2, wherein the processor is adapted
to use the radio to communicate with the nodes to harvest
seismic acquisition data from at least one of the nodes, quality
control data from at least one of the nodes, and/or transmit a
video feed of at least part of the seismic acquisition system.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is adapted
to determine the positions of the nodes.

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the processor is adapted
to use the radio to communicate the determined positions to
the nodes and/or communicate the determined positions to a
location other than a location local to the seismic acquisition
system.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the seismic acquisition
system comprises an autonomous surface vessel, and the
radio is adapted to communicate with the autonomous surface
vessel.

7. A system comprising:

a land-based seismic acquisition system; and

an unmanned airborne vehicle comprising a seismic sensor

and adapted to fly to a position to deploy the sensor on a
land surface such that the deployed sensor forms an
acquisition point of the land-based seismic acquisition
system.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the unmanned airborne
vehicle is further adapted to respond to commands to control
at least one of starting and stopping of seismic data acquired
by the sensor.

9. A method comprising:

flying an unmanned airborne vehicle in proximity to a

seismic acquisition network; and

using the unmanned airborne vehicle to communicate with

at least one node of the seismic acquisition network,
wherein using the unmanned airborne vehicle comprises
using the unmanned airborne vehicle to communicate a
position of the least one node of the seismic acquisition
network to the at least one node.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein using the unmanned
airborne vehicle to communicate with the at least one node
comprises using Wi-Fi communication.
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11. The method of claim 9, wherein using the unmanned
airborne vehicle to communicate comprises communicating
seismic data acquired by the seismic acquisition network,
quality control information provided by the seismic acquisi-
tion network, and/or data representing situation awareness of
at least part of the seismic acquisition network.

12. The method of claim 9, further comprising using pro-
cessing onboard the unmanned airborne vehicle to determine
the position of the at least one node.

13. The method of claim 9, further comprising using a
Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) radio of the
unmanned airborne vehicle in a determination of the position
of the at least one node.

14. The method of claim 9, wherein using the unmanned
airborne vehicle to communicate with the seismic acquisition
network comprises communicating with an autonomous sur-
face vessel of the system.

15. The method of claim 9, wherein the seismic acquisition
network comprises a land-based seismic acquisition network
or a marine-based seismic acquisition network.

16. A method comprising:

flying an unmanned airborne vehicle to a location on a sea

surface;

deploying a cable-connected seismic sensor from the

unmanned airborne vehicle to record a reflected signal
from a seismic source; and

operating the unmanned airborne vehicle to tow the cable-

connected seismic sensor in association with a seismic
acquisition.

17. A system comprising:

a seismic acquisition system, comprising a plurality of

nodes; and

an unmanned airborne vehicle to be used with the seismic

acquisition system to conduct a seismic survey, wherein

the unmanned airborne vehicle comprises:

at least one sensor; and

aradio to provide real time feedback of data acquired by
at least a portion of the seismic acquisition system to
a remote processing center.
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